The title compound, [Cu 4 (CH 3 COO) 6 (C 16 H 23 N 2 O) 2 ], lies across a twofold rotation axis. The asymmetric unit contains two independent Cu II ions. The symmetry-unique terminal Cu II ion is O,N,N 0 -coordinated by a 2-{[(2,2,6,6-tetramethylpiperidin-4-yl)imino]methyl}phenolate ligand and an O atom from an acetate group in a slightly distorted square-planar coordination environment. The symmetry-unique central Cu II ion is coordinated by a different O atom from the same acetate group and by four bridging acetate ligands, which connect the asymmetric unit into a dimeric complex and form a distorted square-pyramidal coordination environment. Within the complex there are two symmetryequivalent intramolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds. In the crystal, weak C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the complex molecules, forming a threedimensional network.
Chemical context
The chemistry of metal complexes with Schiff base ligands and their applications has attracted considerable attention, mainly due to their preparative accessibility, structural variability, magnetic properties and biological properties (Karahan et al., 2015) . The design of suitable building blocks and the utilization of coordinate bonds and non-covalent interactions to generate self-assemblies of various dimensions having aesthetic beauty and properties for possible use as functional materials are the major objectives in supramolecular chemistry and crystal engineering (Sasmal et al., 2011) . Within this context, we report herein the crystal structure of the title complex.
Structural commentary
The molecular structure of the title complex is shown in Fig. 1 . The complex lies across a twofold rotation axis. The asymmetric unit contains two independent Cu II ions, Cu1 and Cu2. Cu1 is coordinated by atoms O1, N1 and N2 of a 2-{[(2,2,6,6- tetramethylpiperidin-4-yl)imino]methyl}phenolate ligand and by atom O2 from an acetate group in a slightly distorted square-planar coordination environment. Cu2 is coordinated by atom O3 of the same acetate group mentioned above and by four bridging acetate ligands, which connect the asymmetric unit into a dimeric complex. Cu2 is in a distorted square-pyramidal coordination environment. The CuÁ Á ÁCu distance is 2.6225 (9) Å . The piperidine rings are in boat conformations. Within the complex, there are two symmetryequivalent intramolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds (Table 1) .
Supramolecular features
In the crystal, weak C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the complex molecules, forming a three-dimensional network (see Table 1 and Figs. 2 and 3 ).
Database survey
A search of the Cambridge Structural Database (Version 5.37, update 1; Groom & Allen, 2014) for compounds containing the same Schiff base ligand as the title compound found only one hit, namely bis[N-(2,2,6,6-tetramethylpiperidin-4-yl)salicylaldiminato]copper(II) (Golovina et al., 1975) . In this compound, the ligand acts as only an N,O donor with the -N-H group remaining non-coordinating, unlike in the title compound. However, the precision of the determined geometric parameters is not sufficient to make a meaningful comparison with the title compound. Although, in a closely related compound, namely, hexakis( 2 -acetato)bis[1-(5-bromosalicylaldimino)-3-(2-methylpiperidino)propane]tetracopper (Chiari et al., 1993) , the Cu-O and Cu-N distances for each coordination center are in agreement. A comprehensive study of the compound tetrakis( 2 -acetato)bis(acetic acid)dicopper(II), which is the basic core of the title compound, has been carried out by Vives et al. (2003) .
Synthesis and crystallization
All chemicals and solvents used in the synthesis were analytical grade and used without further purification. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Figure 2
Part of the crystal structure, viewed along the b axis, with hydrogen bonds shown as dashed lines. Only H atoms involved in hydrogen bonding are shown.
Figure 3
Part of the crystal structure, viewed along the c axis, with hydrogen bonds shown as dashed lines. Only H atoms involved in hydrogen bonding are shown.
Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title compound with 50% probability ellipsoids. For clarity, H atoms bonded to C atoms are not shown. 
Refinement
Crystal data, data collection and structure refinement details are summarized in Table 2 . Hydrogen atoms were placed in calculated positions with C-H = 0.94-0.99, N-H = 0.92 Å and were included in a riding-motion approximation with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C,N) or 1.5U eq (C methyl ). (Dolomanov et al., 2009) and PLATON (Spek, 2009 ); software used to prepare material for publication: OLEX2 (Dolomanov et al., 2009 ).
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